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Important: Studio flats are classed as one bedroom. 
 
The Government's Bedroom Standard: 
The Government's Code of Guidance 2012 defined a 'bedroom standard', which 
allocates a separate bedroom for each: 

• Married or cohabiting couple 
• Adult aged 21 years or more 
• Pair of children aged 0-20 years of the same sex 
• Pair of children aged under 10 years regardless of sex 

This Housing Register applicants: 
Dacorum Borough Council recognises both its own bedroom standard and the 
Government's Bedroom Standard. Any applicant falling between the two standards 
may choose to bid on properties that meet either one of these standards. 

Housing Benefit: 
Housing Benefit is paid according to the Government's Bedroom Standard. This 
means that if part or all of your rent is paid by Housing Benefit, you would lose an 
amount equivalent to 14% of your rent if you have one extra bedroom until your 
child(ren) reach the age(s) set out in the Government's standard and 25% if you have 
two extra bedrooms. This is also known as 'Bedroom Tax'. 

Universal Credit: 
Universal Credit, Housing Costs Element is paid according to the Government's 
Bedroom Standard. Your Housing Costs Element can be reduced if you have more 
bedrooms than you need. Your Housing Costs Element will be reduced by an amount 
equivalent 14% of your rent if you have one extra bedroom until your child(ren) 
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